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mtcp'm.m“uonnchiu' Bouph:l.ud that the agency would
have only one mission: to'intwocptradiomugu u:lntwuﬁxnatrod
80 that the Goverrment may learn world trends and situations." Special
emphasis would be placed on collecting news from Communist China and the
Soviet Union, To carry ocut this function, the Govermment plans to purchase
waterials and supplies from the United States within this year and to hire
about 200 employees, mestly radio monitors., OGATA disclosed that a part
of the supplementary budget already had been set aside to finance the
initial cost of the project, Answering questions of news reporters,
OGATA stated thet the new infarpation agency would not undertake genoral
distribution of collected nsws; he had given up the fdea of supwlying
news to domestic media of expression since such a service would create
the misconception of *guidance and control of expression," t'hen reportors
reminded him that Prime l#inister YOSHIDA at the Upper House plenary
sdssion on 28 Nov i:ad roferred to the new projoct as a "news dissamination
?!‘gan, " OGATA said the Prime Minister'!'s meaning is uiintelligiblo to him,
b

Comment: (UHCLASSIFIED) The projectod information agency has
receivod heavy press coverage dwring the past weel:, Editorials
in the leading Tokyo newspapers have voicod apprehension over
the now projoct, fearing that it would develop into a rovived
prowvar-type Cabinet Information Board (L'TSUi{ 3723) combined
wvith a news agency like the prosurrentcr Damei Hows Agency
which, under Govermment control, hardled forelgn and domestic
news, newsreels, amd rad.o service, and thug becamo an important
factor in curbing frec speech, Part of this foar is caused by
the principal figwres developing plans for the projocted in-
formation agoncy, OGATA, former prosidont of the wartime
Cabinot Information Board, has Leen consulidng with two former
officials of tho dofunct Domel News Agoncy, formor prosident
FURUNO Inosuke and former chiof editor MATSUMOTO Shigoharu;
both have heen rocommondod for exccutive positions in tho pro-
Jjocted information agomcy, Bosides having received press
eriticism, thc ncw project may dovolop into a political issuo, |
The Liberal Party asked OGAT. to oxplain tho Govormmont!s plen
at its Dxccutive Board mceting on 28 llov; it cxprossod fears
that the information agoncy wrould revive conirol of puolic
opinion, and vould "run countor to the spirit of perty polities,"
Tho Right wing Socialists ct o Contral Conmittoo mooting on the
same doy, epprovod a rosolution opposing the plonnod informotion
agoncy as a step towards placing the mrcss undor Govormmont
control, The resolution furthor charged that the Govermment is
attempting to influenco tho goneial public with "militaristic

- and burcaucratic" ideas o that thoy will suppart rcarmamont,




